
Major textiles supplier tackles wastewater pollution problems with
support from brands and NGOs, how Adidas promotes supply chain
transparency, & more
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Welcome to the Institute of Public & Environmental Affairs' green choice newsletter! In
each edition, we'll share a series of brand and supplier case studies, news
items and other relevant updates to keep green supply chain stakeholders across
multiple industries updated and informed. We hope this newsletter can serve as
a platform for experience sharing and will help stakeholders work together to
confront supply chain challenges.
 
In this inaugural edition:

Major textiles supplier Saintyear tackles wastewater pollution problems 
PBS documentary examines brands' supply chain responsibility
How Adidas promotes supply chain transparency
IPE and NRDC rank brands' supply chain practices
Policy updates & resources

If you have feedback for us, we want to know! Please send a message
to gca@ipe.org.cn. 
 

MAJOR TEXTILES SUPPLIER ADDRESSES WASTEWATER POLLUTION 
 
How did Saintyear Group, a supplier to many well-known brands, take
leadership in responsible wastewater treatment? 
 

 
In centralized treatment, factories’ wastewater is collected and transported to a
centralized plant that then treats the wastewater for an agreed-upon fee. This method
of wastewater management theoretically uses advanced technology and saves
enterprises money. But in reality, centralized treatment often results in centralized
pollution, since enterprises’ effluent is too polluted for centralized plants to
properly treat. According to statistics from IPE’s China pollution map database, from
2008 to 2013, 3622 centralized treatment plants across China received 4961 violation
records, with problems concentrated in the Jiangsu and Zhejiang regions. 
  
The case of Saintyear Holding Group, Ltd., which owns 11 dyeing and printing
subsidiaries in Zhejiang province, demonstrates how brands can help suppliers
solve pollution problems at centralized treatment plants. Since none of Saintyear’s
subsidiaries discharge wastewater directly into the environment, Saintyear initially
contended that it was not responsible for addressing pollution issues at nearby
Dangwan wastewater treatment plant. Uniqlo first asked Saintyear to publish an
explanation for its discharge exceeding standards after uncovering Saintyear’s own
violation records through its regular screenings of IPE's database. Following Uniqlo’s
discovery, more brands to whom Saintyear supplies, including Gap, H&M, M&S,
and Nike, joined together to urge Saintyear to take corrective actions.  
  
In August 2014, Saintyear met face-to-face with IPE to investigate solutions, and in
September invited IPE and local environmental NGO Lvse Jiangnan to conduct an on-
site investigation. Saintyear ultimately decided to rent Dangwan wastewater
treatment plant and use it as a pretreatment facility for its subsidiaries, and
published a commitment to carry out renovations and upgrades at the plant so
that its discharge would comply with standards. One of Saintyear's
subsidiaries completed a GCA audit at the Dangwan plant in October 2015, and its
other subsidiaries also plan to complete environmental audits.  
 
Read the full story here about Saintyear's specific upgrades > 
 
Read an earlier account of the case in the December 2014 textile report >

Saintyear's improvements were featured along with IPE's green supply chain
project in a short documentary by Religion & Ethics Newsweekly. The piece aired
on PBS on November 13, 2015 and examined whether and how foreign brands
should take responsibility for cleaning up pollution in China.

BRANDS PLAY CRUCIAL ROLE IN PROMOTING SUPPLY CHAIN
TRANSPARENCY 
 
Adidas has innovated to push high environmental impact suppliers to publish
their emissions data 
 
In China, the public does not always have a means of knowing the amount of pollutants
in each factory’s wastewater and air emissions to check if the factory conforms to
requirements. PRTR (pollutant release and transfer registry) is one way of ensuring
the public can track where factories discharge pollutants and how much
pollution they discharge. Moreover, disclosing discharge data allows factories to
publicly demonstrate their compliance with pollution standards. 
 
Factories in China can publish PRTR data on IPE’s online platform or similar public
disclosure platforms. In addition, suppliers can disclose their complete self-monitoring
data on provincial-level platforms, including the concentration and quantity of pollutants,
as well as whether or not their discharge meets standards. Adidas, Apple and Marks
& Spencer have begun requiring high environmental impact suppliers in their
supply chains, such as dyeing and finishing plants and PCB manufacturers, to
completely disclose their annual PRTR data. 
 
Adidas has made remarkable progress in pushing for PRTR disclosure. In 2013, they
began pushing direct suppliers to fill out PRTR, and from 2014 onwards have required
all suppliers in China to report their data. To further expand their information disclosure
efforts, in 2015, they began requiring selected materials suppliers and their footwear
suppliers in China to disclose their data on IPE’s PRTR platform. Thus far, Adidas
has pushed over 115 suppliers to fill out PRTR, including 15 materials suppliers
and 9 parts suppliers. 
 
Read here about how Adidas manages its supply to complete PRTR >

IPE AND NRDC RANK BRANDS' SUPPLY CHAIN PRACTICES 
 
2015 CITI Rankings and Report Released in Tianjin 
 
IPE and NRDC released the second annual Corporate Information Transparency Index
(CITI) green supply chain rankings and report at the “Sustainable Development and
Business Practices – 2015 Green Supply Chain Forum” held on October 22 in Tianjin,
China. Apple, Adidas and H&M currently rank as leaders out of the 167
international and domestic consumer brands included in the green supply chain
evaluation.  
 
The CITI index awards brands points in five key areas -- responsiveness &
engagement, compliance & corrective actions, extending green supply chain
practices, data disclosure and transparency, and responsible recycling -- which
combine to form a road map for brands' supply chain management. 
 
Download the full report and rankings > 
 
View the most updated rankings on IPE's website > 
 

POLICY UPDATES & RESOURCES 
 
Policy Updates 
 
Implementation Opinion on Accelerating the Promotion of Greening Lifestyles
(Chinese) 
 
Measures for the Environmental Administrative Registration of Hazardous Chemicals -
- Draft Seeking Feedback (Chinese) 
 
Implementation Plan of Random Inspection in Daily Supervision of Pollution Sources
(Chinese) 
 
Policy Resources 
 
Amendments to PRC's Law on the Prevention and Control of Air Pollution (passed in
August 2015) (English translation) 
 
"Water 10" Action Plan (issued in April 2015) (English translation) 
 
Made in China 2025 (policy summary) 
 
EU-China Environmental Governance Project Policy Resource Center (Bilingual) 
 
China Hazardous Chemicals Management Resource Center (Bilingual)  
 
China Law Translate (crowd-sourced English translations of Chinese laws) 
 
Disclaimer: Links are provided for reference only. IPE assumes no responsibility for
false or inaccurate information in the materials provided in this newsletter.

IN THE NEWS 
 
NGOs win China's
first environmental
public interest
lawsuit -- The
Diplomat, November
14 
 
Apple to power its
vast China
operations with
renewable energy --
chinadialogue,
October 22 
 

BE ON THE LOOKOUT...
 
Version 3.0 of IPE's Blue Map
app -- which will include a new
section focusing on
brands' green supply chain
practices and green
consumption -- will launch in
late December! Keep an eye
out for the new download, which
will be available for
both iOS and Android platforms.

EVENTS &
CONFERENCES 
 
2015 UN Climate
Change Conference:
November 30 -
December 11, 2015,
Paris, France 
 
If you'd like to share
information about an
upcoming event in our
newsletter, please
send details to
gca@ipe.org.cn.
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